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curious, They are well worth the careful study of
those collectors who specialise in Sheffield plate and
only less so by those who care more for old silver, for
it seems certain the two classes of manufacturers
watched each other's novelties with a keen scent for
possible business by imitating new notions.
The catalogues belong to what is known as the
later period of Old Sheffield Plate, and one at least has
been identified by Mr. Bradbury, for several of the
illustrations are, marked " R. C. & Co,/* the initials of
Robert Cathrum <Sr (U>,, who began to make Sheffield
Plate in 1785. Mr* Bradbury dates this catalogue
about ten yours later. The descriptive notes in this
catalogue have been writ ton in ink and point to a trade
with continental buyers. The plates, seventy in number,
measure 10 in, by i(>J. Rather smaller is a similar list
which bears on the inside cover the legend " H fil & B.
Rebais 25 p %/' Here is evidence that the almost
universal custom in the metal trades, of doing business
on the basis of list prices subject to a trade discount,
was adopted by the then comparatively new industry,
Yet a third volume, which Mr. Bradbury attributes to
Parsons & Co, of Sheffield, bears an endorsement " Jn
Greene Eseomptc 30 p %." A further catalogue in
this group, which is of the scrap-book order, proves
that the trade discount occasionally went to 32f %,
As far as we have been able to trace, the silversmiths,
of the period of which we are writing here, did not
issue catalogues* The fact is significant, but it is easy
to understand; the silversmiths of London were
craftsmen first and business men from necessity, but
the maker of Sheffield plate was a business man, whose
object was to make money by directing labour and